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Plutarch
“Demosthenes” & “Cicero”
Demosthenes
1. (388) According to Plutarch, what is one of the advantages of virtue

2. (388) In learning Latin, did Plutarch “by the knowledge of words” come to the understanding of things, or by his experience of things learn the meaning of words?

3. (389) What similarities between Demosthenes and Cicero does Plutarch notice? 

4. (390) What early experience inspired Demosthenes to pursue oratory?

5. (391-394) How did Demosthenes refine his early roughness of speech? 

6. (395) What was the great international political struggle throughout his life?

7. What role did he play in this struggle (whose side, to what effect, how viewed, etc.)?
8. (397) How did Demosthenes respond to the general adoration of Philip?
9. What were Demosthenes’ two great weaknesses and what episodes expose them?
10. (406-407) How did Demosthenes die and why? 

Cicero

11. (409) What early indications revealed that Cicero was destined for greatness?

12. (410-411) How did Cicero refine his early roughness of speech?

13. As quaester (412), praetor (414), consul (420), and general (432) how did he behave?

14. (413) How does Plutarch describe Cicero’s lifestyle?

15. (416) How does Plutarch sum up Cicero’s superiority over others?

16. (423-424) How did Cicero stir up envy and arouse hatred (cf. Prv 27:2)?
17. (427, 435-436) What kind of relationship did Cicero have with his wife, Terentia?
18. (431) What were Cicero’s weaknesses?
19. (438-439) What was Cicero’s downfall?

20. (439-441) How did Cicero die and why? 

Comparison

21. What can we learn to imitate and avoid in these two greatest of ancient orators?
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